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EL GATO - CABALLO BLANCO  
 

ANNUAL REPORT-2009 
 
 
I am happy to deliver this Annual Report as President of this Urbanisation.  I would first like to 
welcome the new residents who have joined us this year, and also thank the residents who have 
supported us in our work. Your elected Committee has met formally every month, but in reality 
most of us spend a great deal of time on Urbanisation work every week.  We have tried to deal with 
all matters brought to our attention.  As usual, some of our endeavours have been successful, and 
others not. 
 
In response to the decision at last year’s AGM, we have tried continually to collect outstanding 
Urbanisation fees, and have served Solicitors letters to those residents who are in arrears.  We 
expect that a Court Case will be held in the near future to deal with this matter.  We also moved the 
letterboxes to the entrance of the Urbanisation, as requested by the meeting.  This AGM has been 
moved forward to February, in line with the decision made by residents at the Extraordinary 
Meeting called after the AGM last year. 
 
As you know, I accepted the role of Chairman of the Urbanisation in 2004, in an attempt to work 
towards having the roads and infrastructures repaired in this Urbanisation.  This has proved to be a 
long, arduous and very frustrating task.  This year we have met with the Council on three occasions, 
and as yet have received no assistance. However, it appears to this year’s Committee that the most 
serious matter has come to be the electrical installations, which have failed on many occasions, 
causing inconvenience and expense to many residents.  The electrician we employ has repaired 
these installations repeatedly throughout the year, as Sevillana refuses to do so.  Therefore, we have 
prepared a proposal to present to you which will be the main agenda item of this meeting.  
 
It would seem that our cyclic maintenance of the roads, although not aesthetically pleasing, make 
the roads safe and satisfactory.  The Committee is therefore recommending that we look solely at 
having the electrical installations up-graded and leave the matter of maintaining the roads to be 
done as needed.  We would ask you to consider this. 
 
The major concerns of the residents, judging by the almost constant complaints, have remained the 
matter of barking and loose dogs; non-functioning street lights and plants overhanging walls which 
impede the view of the roads.  The police have been called very frequently about the dogs but the 
matter remains unresolved.  The street lights are part of our ongoing electrical problem and the 
over-hanging plants have been dealt with as they arise. 
 
The Committee undertook the annual testing of the Urbanisation water deposit, and it proved to be 
clean and perfect.  The street signs and lampposts have been painted and repaired by John Pearson 
of El Gato 18, and other painting and maintenance tasks undertaken by Antonio, the gardener, 
including the clearing of the arroyo in El Gato. A monthly review is done of maintenance tasks and 
these undertaken when necessary.  The basura has been replaced, and action taken against rats 
observed at the basura. On two occasions red cable has been buried unsatisfactorily across the road 
in Caballo Blanco and this has been dealt with.  We have arranged for a twice yearly contenador to 
be placed in the Urbanisation for use of residents who need to dispose of larger items. 
 



                                                                                                               

We have investigated the ownership of the “Green Zone” in Caballo Blanco.  We wish to inform 
you that it cannot be built on, and we have been paying tax on it for many years.  Ana Belen is 
negotiating for it either to be returned to the ownership of the Urbanisation or for back taxes to be 
refunded to us. Either way, it will remain a Green Zone within the Urbanisation. 
 
Regrettably there has been some petty crime in the Urbanisation this year, including vandalism, 
begging at doors, a car stolen and bread stolen from gates.  We would ask people to watch for 
unauthorised people on the Urbanisation and to keep their homes secure. 
 
This year John Newton from El Gato 29 has set up an excellent Urbanisation Web-site.  This can be 
accessed by all residents to keep up to date with matters. The address is: 
http://www.caballoblancoyelgato.com 
 
I would like to let residents know that the Committee has worked tirelessly this year.  We are 
frequently criticised, and we also share your frustration that matters seem to take so long to resolve.  
Unfortunately, it falls to the Committee to decide on actions for the good of the Community, and 
most of these are to do with maintenance issues and the spending of money.  We make no decisions 
without careful consideration.  Therefore, several matters which we have not felt able to resolve we 
are bringing to your attention at this Annual General Meeting.   I need to remind you, however, that 
our task is not to solve disputes between neighbours, but I can assure you we do consider every 
matter brought to our attention at our monthly meetings.  We value your input and comments. 
 
After the Financial Report Committee members will answer any questions about the Annual Report 
and the work of the Committee this year.  
 
In closing I would like to thank all the residents who have supported us through the year. I would 
like to especially thank Dee Riccio, Geoff Dunkley, John Newton, Kate Newton and Noel Kennedy 
who comprise our Residents Committee.  We have had some lively debates, but every one of them 
has contributed a great deal to the Urbanisation this year.  Finally, on behalf of you all I extend our 
sincere thanks to Ana Belen for all her support and hard work, particularly during a year that saw 
the birth of her baby.    
 
 


